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Editorial, 


OCTOBER. 

On hill and field Ocroper’s glories fade; 

(Ver bill and field the blackbirds southward fly ; 
lhe brown leaves rustle down the forest wlade, 
Where naked branches make a fitful ahade, 

And the last blooms of autumn withered lie.” 

Hts verse, from a charming lit- 

v-) ( ¥. tle poem .which we find as a 
| waif in the papers, is without 

hr the author's name. It sounds as 
though it were from the pen of 

~~ George Arnold. The poem could 
© not have been written by any but 
the most observing of Nature's op- 

rations, and could have been written only 
by one possessing the true spirit of the poet. 
n the course of the poem, nearly all the lead- 
ng and peculiar changes of OcToBER are no- 
ticed, both in the animate and inanimate world 
round us; changes which—if carefully ob- 
rved—would fill the mind with the most 
vrateful and charming emotions. They would 
irnish healthful and instructive thoughts of 
the wonderful operations of Nature which so 
regularly succeed each other, and which are 
ill directed and controlled by a PowEr which 
never ceases to act, and never tires. These 
re all in accordance with the spirit of man, 


os 


who is ever - 


*“Studious of change,” 





and who would sink into inanity without it. 
Ocroser! How delightful are its contrasts 


buildings were poor or inconvenient, or the 
land stony, rough or wet. 

Perhaps no month in the year affords a 
better time for performing such permanent 
work than that of Ocronrr. The weather is 
cool, so that man and beast can labor with 
comparative comfort. If the work is plough- 
ing or fencing, the soil is usually in just the 
condition of moisture for either operation to 
be conducted successfully. The same would 
be the case in making farm roads or remov- 
ing rocks. The clear, cool days, are also fa- 
vorable for repairing buildings, especially the 
laying of shingles, and of ditching and drain- 
ing. 

There are certain seasons when the work to 
be done upon the farm will not admit of de- 
lay without certain loss; such as planting, 
hoeing and hay-making. If planting is de- 
layed, the crops will not come to perfection. 
If hoeing is neglected, weeds will occupy the 
ground, and the crops greatly injured, if not 
ruined, andif haying or harvesting is too long 
delayed, certain loss, in greater or less de- 


There is no such pressing work in October. 
The farmer can, therefore, take up jobs of per- 
t improvement, and work complacently 
upon them, because no others specially de- 
mand his attention. 
The present is the time to commence upon 
the five-acre lot which lies over the wall, and 
directly in front of the house. Dig under 
and sink all the rocks that can be handled in 
that way,.unless some of them are needed for 
stone wall. If so, fill the holes where they 
were taken out, with small stones taken from 
other portions of the field. 
Reclaim thoroughly as far as you proceed, 





so that a portion of the field may at once be 
cultivated and begin to return a profit. Let 
the improvements commence nearest to the 
buildings, and prevent the expense of travel- 
ling out and in from distant parts of the farm. 
Many fields lie within a gun shot of the 
buildings which are good land, but which are 
neglected through two or three generations, 
while the outlands of the farm are cultivated 
at a serious cost of time and wear and tear 
in travel. 
least ; and looking out upon rocks, weeds and 


This is poor economy, to say the 


thistles, does not have a very elevating ten- 
dency upon the minds of the family. 
Gathering Apples. 
The profit of any crop depends upon sev- 
eral particulars; not always in its «juantity, 
but in its quality, and the manner in which it 
is preserved and presented at market. Fifty 
bushels of apples, carefully taken from the 
tree and graded, so that the best shall be by 
themselves, and put up in a clean, uniform 
manner, will be quite likely to bring more 
money than twice that amount gathered care 
lessly, some of them being slightly decayed 
or bruised. 
Those who get the highest prices for ap- 
ples, do not allow them to be thrown into the 
basket, or turned out of it, bat moved from 
one vessel to an&ther by hand. 
Apples intended for late keeping should not 
be gathered too 
pend upon the condition of the weather. If 


early. The time must de- 
frosts are early and severe, collect them; if 
not, allow them to remain well into October. 
A week of late ripening gives them bigh color 
and rich flavor. Vlaced in bins in a coo! cel- 





with the fervid July. ‘*Let us welcome it for 
its temperate climate, its clear, sunny days, 
its gorgeous woods, its joyful harvests, and 
its restorative coolness to those who have been 
visited by the diseases of hot weather. To 
the laborer it brings relief from the sultry toil 
of summer; to the sedentary man an oppor- 
tunity for vigorous exercise; to the farmer, 
the reward of bis industry; to the lover of 
Nature, prospects of beauty unrivalled by 
those of any other season. It is peculiarly 
the season of festivities; the season of gar- 
ering the produce of the year, and making 
vlad the heart with abundance.” All over our 
fair land, the evidences of prosperity and 
abundant crops are plainly visible. The 
earth has yielded her substantial bounties, and 
spread them before us with unsparing liberality. 
‘The coming of Ocroser, bas called us to 
nart with some old friends, both in garden 
snd field. The sight and the fragrance of the 
June flowers are gone. The early morning 
snd noonday chatterings of the lively martins 
.ve silent, and their social gatherings at home 
are seen no more. The thicket on the lawn 
- no longer vocal with the wonderful ‘*jmita- 
ns” of the cat-bird, or the plaintive whistle 
f the quail in the late grass. The meadow 
iurk occasionally soars into the sky, uttering 
his shrill *tseek, ‘tseek, and suddenly drops 
wain to the earth. But the bluebird, like the 
lingering strains of some touching music, re- 
mains 
When all the gay scenes of summer are over, : 
‘And autumn slow enters ao silent and sallow ; 
i millions of warblers that charmed us before 
Have fled in the train of the sun-seeking swallow. 
. blue bird forsaken, yet true to his home, 
Still lingers, and looks for a milder to-morrow; 


\l forced by the horrors of winter to roam, | 
He sings his adieu in a Jone note of sorrow. 


Buc. what wonderfal Power of sustaining, 
idorning and adapting! What compensations 
ire spread out all around us, to occupy the 
mind and gratify the eye! How invigorating 
are the sunny skies, the cool, pure, west winds, 
the sparkling morning frosts and the fruit- 
loaded trees, where, 


like coals of fire the apples 
Glow among the withered leaves.” 





Look oui now upon the October forests! 
What magical influences have been going on 
there. From an eminence, let the eye glance 
across the valley and up the distant hill-side 
beyond, so as to bring into a single view the 
matchless gorgeousness of coloring in the for- 
est leaves, as they lie still in the glowing sun, 
or present unnumbered shades, as they are 
moved by a gentle breeze. See the maples, 
all spangled over with crimson blushes ; the 
pale yellow of the birches, and the carmine, 
and brown and gray, end almost every other 
conceivable color, presented in the different 
varieties of oaks. 

Turn to the garden and see the Virginia 
creeper on the summer house, or to your neigh- 
bor’s porch, and see the variety of rich col- 
ors, shades of scarlet, crimson and purple, 
which the leaves and stems of this plant as- 
sume, Or see it, as it may often be seen, 
mingling its scarlet and orenge leaves, thirty 
or forty feet from the ground, with the green 
leaves of the still unchanged tree on which it 
has climbed, and say whether Ocroner is any 
wh;t behind its sisters in its objects of beauty 
or of benevolence. 

Welcome, welcome, then, this month of 
Ocroner; the month of perfected nuts and 
fruits, and all the latter erops. Let those 
who look with low esteem upon farm-life, 
come into the country now, and they will be 
likely to exclaim :— 

‘Hope of the land, ye farmers, who can bring 
Heaps from the soil ye sowed in spring. 


Your labors well demand the poevs lays, 
‘Too oft on subjects spent less worthy praise.” 





FARM WORK IN OCTOBER. 

Each returning month demands that the 
duties which are peculiar to that month shall 
be promptly discharged. 

On every farm, there should be some work 
done, annually, which is called permanent 
work,—such as substantial fencing, road mak- 
ing, draining, improving the dwelling, barns, 
sheds, and reelatming forest or rough pasture 
lands. : 

When this is done, there is a gradual pro- 
gress, which constantly imereases the cash 
value of the farm, because it increases its pro- 


lar. large cuantitics may be kent in @--? ~~~ 
dition through the winter, if gathered late and 


in a sound state. 

Apples are so abundant in this region that 
all the empty vinegar casks may now be 
cheaply filled. Good vinegar brings fifty 
cents a gallon. 


MORALS OF HORSE RACING. 
The following statement or confession is from a 
letter written by the Turf correspondent of the 
Mirror and Farmer, dated Boston, Sept. 16, 1872. 
After speaking of the Mystic races as “‘moverately 
successful,” he adds :— 
But the fact remains that the general public do 
not turn out to our tracks as they foguerly did, 
and the reason is simply that matters are not con 
ducted so much on the square as they used to be. 
The managers of the tracks in many instances 
are not to blame, as the drivers have got the thing 
down to so fine a point that in many cases it is im- 
possible to tell when they +re driving a fair race or 
when they are driving for the money in the pool- 
box. Until this sort of thing is changed, there is 
no safety in an outsider investing a dollar upon 
what he honestly considers the best horse. Th: 
pool-box controls the race, and not the race the 
poo!-box, and I hope to see the time when some 
man or set of men will have the nerve and inde- 
pendence to make the box take its legitimate place 
or be banished from the track. 
The same writer, after this confession of the in- 
ability of the Turf men to manage their own affairs 
in a creditable manner, turns his thoughts to the 
Agricultural Fairs, takes courage, and says :— 

. ‘ J 

Our turfmen are just now enjoying their harvest 
season, Which will continue with many of them as 
long as they can find a purse hung up to go for. 





NEW ‘PUBLICATIONS, 
PRACTICAL Horsesporinc. By G. Fleming, F.R.G. 
8. M.A.L., &e., President of the central Veterinary 
Medical Society; Member of Council of the Koyal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons; Veterinary Sur- 
geon, Royal Engineers; Author of “Travels on Horse- 
back in Mantchee Tartary,” ‘Horseshoes and Hiorse- 
siocing,” “Avimal Plagues,” “Rabies and liydro 
yhobia,” &e. With twenty-nine Iliustrations, New 
York: D. Appleton & Co. Boston: Graves & Ellis, 
Octavo, 108 pages. 

Those who judge of the merits of a book by the 
titles of the author have in this case certainly am- 
ple means of forming an opinion. And those who 
prefer to rely on the opinion of others, will be 
pleased to know that this little yolume is an essay 
which took the first of a series of prizes offered 
for “the best and most practical essays on Horse 
shoeing, in connection with the comfort and sound- 
ness of the Horse,” offered in 1869 by the Scottish 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 
The members of the committee of award have al- 
most as many “handles to their names” as our au- 
thor himself, and they gave the prize to Mr. Flem 
ing, who wrote in competition with upwards of 
forty others who presented essays. 

From a hasty examination of this book we think 
that the anatomy and physiology of the horse’s 
foot, its management in health and disease, as well 
as the principles and practice of shoeing, are 
treated in an intelligent manner, and that owners 
of horses and those who shoe them, wil find hints 
therein weil worth careful consideration. 











SuHortT-HORN Breepers’ CONVENTION.—A con- 
vention called by the Committee of the Indiana 
Short-horn Breeders’ Association will meet at In- 
dianapolis, Ind., Noy. 27. The Skort-horn breed- 
ers of several of the Western and southwestern 
States regard this movement of great importance 
to the stock interests of those sections. 

At aconvention of the breeders of Short-horn 
cattle of Kentucky, held at Lexington, Sept. 19, 
this call was cordially approved, and a large dele- 
gation appointed. A resolution was adopted urg- 
ing upon the attention of the National Convention 
the great importance of a thorough reformation in 
the present American Herd Book, and that such 
action shall be taken as will lead either to that re- 
sult or the publication of a new work. 





EXTRACTS AND REPLIES. 





SWEENEY OR ATROPHY OF THE SHOULDER. 
I would like to ask a cure for a complaint or 
lameness in horses called sweeney shoulder. 
have a good seven-year-old mare that was taken 
lame all at once, during haying, and has grown 
worse ever since. She seems to swing her leg, 
hardly touching it to the ground, when she tries to 
step. I think her shoulder has the appearance of 
dropping or being dropped back. ill she ever 

t entirely over the lumeness? Possibly some 
pod of the Farmer can give the desired infor- 
mation. For one consider it a great privilege 
that we farmers can ask each other questions of 
this kind, and by replying can help one another. 

Vermont, Sept. 1872. B. W. PoLiarp. 
Remarxs.—The Veterinary doctors are an un- 
believing sect. They do not recognize any such 
disease as hollow horn or tail-sick in cattle, nor of 
Shoulder Sweeney in horses, Prof. Law, on being 
asked what to do for Sweeney Shoulder, said, 
“Jook elsewhere for the cause; examine the feet,— 
see that they are not reduced in size, hard, dry, 
and contracted at the heels,” &c. Ifthe trouble 
arises, as it sometimes does, from a strain of the 
muscles passing over the outside of the shoulder 


anuch complaint that there is little good butter in 


satisfactorily. 

‘In replying to a similar query in the Western 
tural, Dr. Wm. Horne, replies as follows, in the 
Veterinary department of that paper :— 


“As I have repeatedly asserted, there is no such 
disease as sweeney, nor such a name even, beyond 
being a purely Irish name. Atrophy of the shoul- 
der is caused by accidents or injuries to any of the 
joints, which prevent the natural flexing or mo- 
tion of the leg. Any disease which causes the 
horse to rest the limb continually when in the 
stable, or prevents him properly using it, will and 
does cause “sweeney.” The remedy is, first as- 
certain the cause; remove or cure that, and usu- 
ally nature will reproduce the muscle wasted from 
the want of proper motion of the joints. 

“If the lameness which may have been the cause 
of atrophy is manifestly cured, and still the horse 
limps, then it is proper to resort to measures for 
filling out the hollow in the shoulder. This is best 
done by inserting a seton from the very top to the 
very bottom of the shrunk or wasted part. No 
means are of much avail that does not set up a 
large amount of inflammation, for by such intlam- 
matory action new granulations or particles of new 
flesh will be thrown out and fill up the cavity or 
hollow. 

“The seton should be inserted by some person 

‘things. He need not be an 
expert, but must have some experience. The best 
dressing will be tincture of cantharides (to be had 
of any druggist,) saturate well when the seton is 
put in, then let alone for two or three days when 
it must be dressed. Draw the string back and 
forth a few times, each time wiping it. When this 
is done s.turate again with the same material and 
dress every alternate morning. 

“Allow the seton to remain in as long as it will 
run which in some cases is two to four weeks. Be 
careful to keep the liquid dressing from spilling 
upon the surrounding parts, for where there is no 
sore there will be the most suffering, this is so 
with the horse. Keep him from biting himself. 
Cover the parts around, and beneath especially, 
with hog’s lard every morning. 

“When the seton is taken out, be sure to take it 
out downward, so as the better to draw out all the 
pus and allow it to speedily heal, which will be a 
week or two, more or less. 

“In conclusion 1 wish to impress upon you the 
fact that the horse should have rest and quiet, for 
the seton will cause her quite enough suffering. 
When you think she will do to work, don’t put 
her to bard or full labor, as that would be cruel, 
and so far as your pecummry interests are concerned, 
entirely wrong. Keep moderately well but give 
with grain (not in the same feed) bran and clover, 
carrots, grass, and corn fodder, &c.” 





AMERICAN AND EUKOPEAN FARMING. 
What strikes a stranger from Europe on his first 
arrival in this country, is what may be termed the 
intermittent character of the firming. The large 
fields of England, cultivated by energetic tenant 
farmers, and laden with grain, clov-r, grass, or 
roots, with never a barren spot for miles; or the 
still more economical spade culture of the market 
garden plots of the cottiers of France and Belgium, 
form a marked contrast to the scene which mects 
his eye in Massachusetts. Accustomed to see 
every inch of ground improved to the highest pitch 
by the lavisl use of both labor and manures, the 
enormous extent of waste land on every farm 
occasions profound surprise. Here are two or 
three acres hiehly cultivated, next twenty skim 
med over in pretence, and then a long stretch of 
brush, wood, marsh or rocks. 

MY OWN FARM AN ILLUSTRATION, 

Just take my case, which, as far as I can judge 
irom my limited observations, is about an average 
sumple My farm contains fifty acres. Twenty 
of these or thereabouts, my predecessor called 
mowing lots. I have since found them to be so 
named by courtesy only, since I have had to mow 
very close and rake very clean, to obtain tive hun 
dred weight of hay from an acre. Forest trees, 
fruit trees, brush, &c., are scattered about the lots 
in picturesque confusion, certainly more orna- 
mental than useful. About six feet around the 
walls of the seven lots are occupied by weeds and 
brush, among which the loose stones which have, 
year after year, been turned up by the plough, 
have been indiscriminatel; thrown. I can, there- 
fore, neither mow the mess, nor do anything else 
with it; that is, T mean, by the expenditure of any 
reasonable amount of labor. I am thus compeiled 
to clear a small plot at a time, in the hope that 
perseverance will at last render them all present- 
able. 

Cows “SOILED” OR PED IN BAKN, AND PASTURE 

GROWING WooD. 
The pastures are overgrown with brush, weeds, 
briars, scraggy pines and birches, or clamps of 
what my friends euphoniously call “spoonwood.” 
. . Da 


Pe ie AR) hi AHR beeht 
to discourage it, that it modéstiy retires altogether 


about midsummer. I did not expect to make any- 
thing of the pasture, so I am not much disap- 
pointed. I knew as soon as I saw it that I could 
not afford to train my cows for a walking match in 
such a style as that. I might keep a few sheep, 
but my neighbors, who all keep dogs, generously 
intorm me that they would all be killed in a week. 
I therefore concluded to let the pasture grow 
wood, which, to do it justice, it seems eager 
enough to start with, and feed my cows in the 
barn. This mode wiil give me enough manure 
for about two acres a year, and by top dressing 
the best of the lots, I hope to have the twenty 
acres of cleared land in decent working order in 
tive years. 
PLUCKY RESOLUTION. 

sut, sir, when I read in your columns, of the 
farmers round about; of their crops, their cattle, 
and their profits; of the noble efforts they have 
made, and are making to prove Yankee farming 
the equal, if not the superior of all the farming in 
the world, and then turn to my own meagre per 
formances, I am alu ost tempted to despair of any 
successful emulation. I do not, however, often 
give way to despondency. I am like that tal! 
Vermonter whe had come to the city on a visit, 
and accidentally found himself among a number of 
dandies that were amusing themselves by betting 
which among them could throw astone the greatest 
distance into the water. Presently one of them in 
quired if our friend could throw as far as the last 
thrower had done. With the inimitable draw! 
peculiar to his race, he replied, “Well, stranger, 
I'll bet twenty dollars I can throw you in as far as 
that.” The bet was accepted, and the dandy took 
off his coat, was duly picked up and thrown in, of 
course, falling far short of the spot which the stone 
had reached. Dripping and sputtering, he clam- 
bered back to the land and demanded the stakes. 
“Oh no!” says our brawny mountaineer, “‘not so 
fast. 1 did not bet that I could du it the fast time, 
but I kin du it,” and, collaring the dandy, was 
about to try again. So I feel, sir. If 1 cannot 
succeed as these honorable gentlemen are doing 
this year, or next year, I know that / hin du it, 
and mean to try. Rusticus. 
Cherry Valley, Leicester, Mass., ) 

Sept. 16, 1872. 5 
TWO KINDS OF APPLES ON THE SAME LIMB. 
The communication of Mr. Adams published in 
the Fanmer of Sept. 14, together withour remarks 
thereon, is copied by the Vermont Pheonix. The 
editor says that Mr. Adems sent a specimen of 
the wonderful fruit to his office for examination. 
“On one small branch grew two apples of strik- 
ingly diverse appearance; the one a Sopsavine or 
apple of similar quality, quite red and fit to eat; 
the other perfectly green in color, hard, and appar- 
ently unripe. But a short time elapsed before it 
was made apparent by the best of tests that the 
two apples were of precisely the same kind. On 
taking a second look at the ill-mated twain, a few 
days after, what was our surprise to find that the 
green apple had begun to mellow and assume the 


color of its neighbor!” 





CORN MEAL FOR COWS IN SEPTEMBER. 
I wish to get the opinion of the readers of the 
Farmer on the question Wil it pay to feed corn 
meal to cows in September? We dairymen hear 


market. The quality, I think, is affected by the 
lack of the usual sweetness in the grass, occasioned 
by the excessive rains of thisseason. Now, would 
not a feed of, say, two quarts of good corn meal to 
a cow, each day, give greater hardness and an im- 
proved flavor to the butter, and thus increase its 
market value, and, at the same time, the quantity 
produced? If the cost of the meal was not fully 
returned in the larger amount and better qvality of 
the butter, would the improved condition of the 
cow, warrant the use of meal at $1.60 per hundred 
pounds, which it can be bought for now, with but- 
ter at twenty-eight or thirty cents per pound ? 
A FARMER. 

Georgia Plains, Vt., Sept. 20, 1872. 





HAY, WHEAT, POTATOES, &C., IN RUTLAND CO., VT. 
We are not done haying. I have seventy-five 
acres of very heavy grass yet to cut, which is as 
good as it was the first of July. A few days of 
good weather are much needed. I have measured 
up ninety-eight and one-half bushels of wheat 
from four acres. Why will not Vermont farmers 
raise their own wheat? I have done so for many 
years, and find it is an easy thing todo. Crops 
are all first-rate except potatoes, which are hard 
up. Joun Batis. 
Benson, Vt., Sept. 25, 1872. 





A PROLIPIO TURKEY. 
I have a turkey that laid thirty-six eggs in forty 
days. Any turkey that has done better ought to 
have credit. James F. Braman. 
Boxboro, Mass., Sept. 22, 1872. 





AGRICULTURAL ITEMB. 
+D. N. Montague, Vienna, Mich., threshed out 
330 bushels of Diel wheat, the produce of ten acres 
of land. 
—A Wayne, Mich., farmer brought to the De- 
troit market a load of fifty-eight watermelons, the 
aggregate weight of which was 2,320 pounds. 


—* insect holds a rank 
ery place of Him who framed 
"The scale of beings; holde a rank, which lost, 
Would break the chain, and leave behind a 
Which Nature’s self would rue.”— Stillingfleet. 
—A few days ago, a large lot of California grapes 
arrived in New York, the freight upon which was 
$156, but the fruit was found to be so badly dam- 
aged that the consignee willingly disposed of the | 
entire lot for $25. . 
—A fat prize, Kerry cow which was exhibited 
last year at a show of the Royal Dublin Society, 


Cantharides made with one dram of cantharides to 
two ounces proof spirits. It must be applied with 
active friction, and when the effects of the first 
application have passed off, a second, third, and 
fourth must be made until the depres.ion fills up 


two inches in length. She weighed in show condi- 
tion only 420 pounds. 

—The vineyard of the Amherst Agricultural Col- 
lege is loaded with grapes, there being about a ton 
of Concords on the vines. Only about a third of 
an acre is in bearing, the vines being of four years’ 
growth. The vineyard is under the care of W. C. 
Ware, the gardener, and a graduate of ’71. 

—The Franklin Patriot is credited with the 
statement that a farmer saved a large amount of 
clover seed by putting a wire bottom in the trough 
in which he fed his stock—the wire being two or 
three inches above the close bottom of the trough. 
Jhe stock in pulling the clover hay from the rack 
scattered the seed almost pure through the wire 
into the receptacle below. 

—A correspondent of the Maine Farmer says, 
one piece of ground, where the grasshoppers took 
all the clover last fall, came up entirely to white 
weeds in the spring. It seemed useless, yet we 
concluded to sow on more seed and did so without 
harrowing. We cut very early a rank growth ot 
white-weed, but the clo.er and herdsgrass caught 
and has grown 80 as to almost cover the ground 
and broke down the white weed. There will be no 
need to plough the land and reseed. 


known and very popular herd of N. 8. Whitney 


constant drain upon it from all parts of the country 





ingly hard to beat.” There were also seven en- 
tries of Devons; ten of Short-horns; two of Jer- 
seys, and seventeen of pure blood mixed, if any- 
body knows what that means. 

Among the Short-horns, we noticed one very 
fine three-year-old bull, bred by Messrs. A. M. 


Princess Short-horns stands pre-eminent as a milk- 
ing herd. Mr. C. D. Purmort of Georgia, showed 
4 very fuir herd, at the head of which stands a 
very promising yearling bull, bred by himself. 
The show of working and fat oxen, and young 
native stock was good. J. H. Button of Swanton, 
exhibited a pair of coal ‘black yearling steers, 
whic weighed 21174 pounds. He says they are 
“pure democrats,” which is the only distinction in 
breeds he cares to recognize, though he is as fond 
of a good ox or cow as of a good dinner, and is 
one of the very best dairymen in the county. He 
had also a pair of two-year-olds, weighing 23474 
pounds. (The half pound indicates very careful 
weighing.) Mr. A. H. Royce, Mr. Button’s next 
neighbor, had a pair of four-year-olds, weighing 
4130 pounds; a pair of two-year-olds, 2260 pounds, 
and a pair of yearlings, 2070 pounds, all ‘“demo- 
crates.” 
There were thirty entries of butter, and fifteen 
of cheese. Although not the largest, we are 
Clearly of the opinion that it was the best show of 
dairy products we have ever seen here, and in fact 
as good as we have ever seen anywhere. Of course 
there was none of that peculiarly “high style” 
Jersey butter, which we have met at one or two 
other shows, for we do not run to that specialty, 
and it is not recognized as a staple any where, but 
rather as a fancy article. 
A new style of pan and cooler for setting milk, 
recently patented by a citizen of the county, elic- 
ited gnuch commendation. The ordinary smal! 
pans are fust disappearing among our better dairy- 
men. 
The display of young horses and coarse wool 
sheep, was the best we recollect seeing here, though 
in regard to this part of the exhibition, we do not 
feel warranted in speaking very positively. The 
fine wool sheep breeders do not deem the pre- 
miums offered respectable, and generally decline 
exhibiting. They say that the highest premiums 
in the class, are no more than is offered for a horse 
rake, and they much prefer keeping their stock at 
home, though they would not object to exhibiting 
if the premiums were wholly withheld. 
In the swine and poultry department, as indeed 
in most of the other departments, there was not 





Woopen Water Tvnrnc.—The facts that lead 
pipe has of late become quite expensive, with in- 
creasing fears of its injurious effects on ter, has 
led to a general mquiry for some less expensive 
and safer substitute. The objection to the old- 
fashioned pump Jog is want of durability. If wood 
can be made durable it will be generally used. 
We have a specimen of the tubing made by the 
Moulton Bros. & Co., Morrisville, Vt., which was 
sawed from a length of pipe after it had been down 
in gravel nine years, which shows very little signs 
of decay. We understand that it was simply 
painted with coal tar. 





Tue Swine Brerper’s Convention.—The asso- 
ciation organized in New York City last winter is 
to hold a Convention at Indianapolis, Ind., Nov. 
20. We understand there is to be no show of 
swine, like that at Chicago, but a discussion of 
breeds and other matters of interest to breeders 
and raisers of hogs. 





Agricultural Fairs. 


MIDDLESEX AGRICULTURAL EXHIBI- 
TION. 

The Seventy-eighth Annual Exhibition of this 
Society took place at Old Concord, on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, Sept. 24th and 25th, 1872. The 
weathcr, upon the whole, was favorable, although 
the signs of rain on the morning of the second 
day undoubtedly prevented a good many people 
from attending. Early in the forenoon, however, 
the sun broke through the clouds, and the pro- 
mise of a fair day trom that time brought con- 
tinual accessions to the grounds; the noon trains 
bringing considerable numbers. By two o'clock 
there was a kirge concourse of people present, and 
more private teams than we have ever seen upon 
the grounds before. 

In the department of neat stock, there was not a 


the usual interest, probably chiefly in consequence 
of the very unpropitious weather. 

Coffin of Boston, delivered the annual 
As is usually the case, it was a very 


large show ; less, even, than has been the case for Cc. C, 
address. 
pleasant thing to hear, but the average farmer did 
not get an idea from it worth carrying home. 


Georgia, Vt., Sept. 23, 1872. 0. 8. B. 


many years. This was not, however, because there 
is no fine stock within the limits of the Society, for 
there is enough of it to fill tive times as many pens 
as there are on its grounds. 

Among the stock there were half a dozen grade 
milch cows presented by Mr. George M. Buker, of 
Lincoln, which attracted attention. Messrs. Esta- 
brook & Blodgett, of Lexington, presented a cow 
with triplet calves, of the Devon breed, all in beau- 
titul condition. Messrs. George Fiint and Samuel 
Hartwell, of Lincoln, and Stephen Morse of Marl- 
boro’, entered grade cows of much excellence. 
Some very fine swine were in the pens. No 
sheep. 

The poultry department drew delighted crowds. 
It contained a large variety of highly bred and 
very beautiful birds. They were surrounded dur- 





Essex County, Mass. 
Fair at Gloucester, Sept. 24 and 25. In his re- 
marks, after the dinner on the second day, Gen. 
William Sutton, President of the society, stated 
that the society was organized half a century ago. 
Its motto was, Onward. The society was never so 
prosperous as at the present time, having in its 
fund over $20,000. «He said that seventy-seven 
new members had signed the roll at this fair and 
he complimented the society upon its strength in 
point of numbers. 
On being introduced, Gov. Washburn, said he 
was glad to see that the societv displayed wisdom 
in their ection admitting ladies to the dinner. The 
Essex Agricultural Society had striven honestly to 
incite. a competition for all products of the soil. 
picteh’ ws deeraded the horse into a vambling im- 
gatherings. He referred to the general aspect of 
agriculture in this State, which was never more 
prosperous. ‘The capital invested in the manufac- 
ture of wool in the State had not paid, on an aver- 
age, over six percent. He believed that farmers 
had done better than this. 
On the first day the attendance was large, as the 
people of Gloucester made it a holiday. 
Cattle—Among the entries of cattle the follow- 
ing were noticed by the reporter of the Advertiser. 
: > Bulls were shown by E. H. Brown and G. W. 
lent; they formed a galaxy of beauty, at oncr Herrick of Gloucester, Lancaster Granite Com- 
graceful, elegant and retined, including 330 varie- | pany, F. Newman of Newbury, Joseph Kittredge 
ties, and arranged with great skill and good taste. | of North — 1 — we of 7 — 
ioe : The ae Mitchell of Beverly and Francis Dane o amil- 
Flowers are educators. Their pre sence often sooth ace. Sian Outer OF milich cows are ako seuentenh: 
a disturbed mind and brings quiet and peace when | ang are from the farms of George Collins, W. 
They belong to the far- | Dx dy and W. Jones of Gloucester, Henry G. Kim- 
ball of ——, and Francis Dane of Hamilton, the 
latter gentlemen exhibiting the only herd of milch 
cows. The following are the entries of yearling 
heifers: John Clark, one grade Jersey; E. H. 
Brown, two pure Jerseys; G. W. Herrick, two 
grade heifers; E. Sawyer, Gloucester, one Jersey 
in milk; W. Barnham of Essex, two grade heifers ; 
F. S. Leavitt of Beverly, one grade heifer; Francis 
Dane of Hamilton, one heifer. The entry of work- 
ing oxen is great. There are about thirty pair. 
I'he contributors to this department are Joseph 
Horton of Ipswich, B. 8. Bray and E. H. Little of 
Newbury, Thomas P. Ordway of We&t Newbury, 
Joseph Kittredge of North Andover, A. Lane of 
Lanesville, W. H. Knowlton, Pigeon Hill and 
Pigeon Cove companies of Rockport, W. 8. Tor- 
rey and P. Sargent of Gloucester, Eames, Jr., of 
Rockport present five pairs, and the Granite Com- 
pany of the same town, eleven pairs. The entries 
in the other departments are in the same propor- 
tion as those already referred to. The exhibition 
of working steers, young steers, stallions, brood 
mares, family horses, farm horses, swine, sheep 
and other animals has reached the highest expec- 
tations of those whose charge it has been to pre- 
pare for the show. 
In the afternoon a procession was formed, com- 
posed mainly of working horses and oxen. A 
large carriage decorated with flags and festooned 
with flowers was drawn by thirty-four oxen, in 
which were seated thirty-four young ladies, attired 
in white, with flags, representing the thirty-four 
cities and towns in the county of Essex. In the 
rear of this team followed some forty draft horses, 
Premiums. and many mechanical contrivances drawn on 
wheels. The procession was headed by the Glou- 
cester cornet band. 
This was followed by the trial of working horses 
and oxen. The ploughing match was assigned to 
the forenoon of the second day. Much interest 
was manifeste . in these exercises. 
The town hall was beautifully decorated with 
evergreen and flowers. The floor was reserved for 
the various tables, which were used for dairy pro- 
duce. The ante-rooms were reserved for the ex- 
hibition of bread, pickles, preserves and other ar- 
ticles, the thrift of the housewife, the different 
varieties being accompanied with the recipe for 
their making. The galleries presented a pictur- 
esque sight, the walls being covered in many in- 
stances with brightly-colored rugs, quilts and 
other fancy goods. The floor was used for the ex- 
hibition of a variety of manufactured articles, 
fruits, flowers, vegetables, &c. 
On the second day the weather and the crowds 
were all that could be desired. 
The address was by William D. Northend of 
Salem. It related mainly to the productions of 
the different sections of the country, and the ad- 
vantages enjoyed by farmers by the reciprocities 
held out to them by commerce. Remarks were 
also made by the Hon. Allen W. Dodge of Hamil- 
ton, the Hon. William D. Northend of Salem and 
Mr. b. F. Thompson and Colonel J. W. Palfrey of 
the governor's stalf. 





ple, who were frequently speaking of the valuable 
progress which had been made in this stock of the 
farm. 

In fruits and vegetables, the exhibition could 
searcely be surpassed anywhere,—even in the most 
Apples, pears, peaches, grapes 
sound, fair in 


favored localities. 
and cranberries, were abundant, 
form, excellent. So were the vegetables. 

« The exhibition of flowers was more than excel 


words would utterly fail. 
mer’s garden and his annual festival, and give a 
charm to both places. 

A very interesting feature of the Fair, was that 
of families having thei: teams by them, and enjoy- 
ing a picnic among themselves. Groups of them 
were all over the grounds. Some, as we went the 
circuit between twelve and one o'clock, were at 
dinner, others visiting neighboring families, and in 
many cases the children frolicking on the green 
There never were so many family parties 
We hope they will be in- 
creased from year to year. It affords a cheap, ra- 
tional and useful mode of armusement and instruc 
tion. Some portion of this unusual gathering may 
have resulted from suggestions upon “Agricultural 
Fairs,” made in the New ENGLAND FarMmeRr ol 
September 14, 1872. 

During the afternoon of the second day, the an- 
nual meeting of the Society was held and the fol- 
lowing-named officers were re-elected : John Cum- 
mings, Woburn, President; Henry M. Clark, Bel- 
mont, Will.am A. Tower, Lexington, Vice Presi- 
dents; John B. Moore, Concord, Secretary ; Rich- 
ard Barrett, Concord, Treasurer. All the Trustees 
were re-elected excepting O. Codman, of Lincoln, 
whose place was filled by Mr. Samuel Hartwell. 


grass. 
on the grounds before. 


Horses—Btaliions, 6 years old and over, lst, D. Ne- 
vins, Jr., Framingham; 2d, J. 1. Webber, Lexington: 
3d, John 8. Lyons, Cambridgeport. Colt#—Best 4 year 
old, broken to harness, J. Cummings, Woburn; best 3 
year old, Ist, H. I. Gilbert; 24, H. Reed, Jr,, Burling- 
ton; best 2 year old, J, Cummings; best under 1 year, 
B. Thomas, Bedford. Koadsters, let, I. D. Brown, 
Coneord; 24, G.C. Skelton, North Somerville; 3d, J. 
8. Lyons, Cambridgeport; 4th, W. Ham, Lexington; 
Sth, G. F. Holden, Hudson. Saddle horses—lat, Chas. 
M, Parker, Lexington; 2d, C. F. Alderman, Lexington. 
Family and matched horsee—Ist, John Johnson, Fra- 
mingham; 2d, A. Haywood, West Acton. Best family 
horse—lst, N. J. Pieree, Woburn; 2d, Nathaniel Hiul, 
Arlington. 
Ayrshires—Best bull not less than 18 months old— Ist, 
J. R. Kendall, Woburn; 24, George F. Hall, Concord; 
best less than 16 months old—lsat, Gardner Wheeler, 
Concord; 24, J. RK. Kendall, Best pure bred Ayrshire 
cow over 4 years old—Ilst, George F. Hall; 2d, Ogden 
Codman. Best pure bred Ayrshire heifer under 4 years 
old—Ist, E, W. Giles, Wayland; under 3 years old— 
lat, J. R. Kendall, Woburn; 2d, Gardner Wheeler, 
Concord. Heifer Calf—J. B, Kendall. 
Mitch Cows and Heifers, native grade—lst, George 
M. Baker; 2d, William Kimball, Littleton. Best Heifer 
under 4 years - lst, John Horsey ; 2d, George M. Baker. 
Best Fat Cow—K. T. Hornblower, Concord. 
Grade Ileifers—\st, John Horsey, Heifer Calves— 
lat, E. Giles, Wayland; 2d, J. K. Baker, Lincoln. Best 
Herd Ayrshires—L. W. Weston, Lineoln. 
Working Oren—Ilat,J. KR. Hartwell, Lincoln, $10; 2d, 
to Horace Heard, Wayland, $7. 
Swine—U. Codmam of Lincoln, took four premiums ; 
George Ober of North Reading, J. B. Moore and CG. D Officers were elected at the annual meeting of 
Tuttle of Concord. the Society, held on the first day. 
Vegetaubles—VParsnipa, H. W. Jones, Concord; Cab- Pars é 
bages, G. P. Chapin, Wayland; ‘Tomatoes, W. L. Rice, President—William Sutton of Peabody. 
Weston; Melons, G. C, Mackintosh, Lincoln; best show Vice Presidents—George B. Loring of Salem, Joshua 
vegetables, J, Cummings, Woburn ; Potatoes and Beets, | L. Newhall of Newburyport, John Keeley of Haverhill, 
T. Hartwell, Lincoln; Sweet Corn, E. Wheeler, Con- | Benjamin P, Ware of Marblehead 
cord; Mammoth Squash, F, Kendall, Woburn; Cauli- S-eretary—Charles P, Preston of Danvers, 
flowers, J. Grinnell, Lexington; Turnips, J. Gammett, Trustees—Geo. A. Abbott of Andover, Dudley Brad- 
Lexington. etree: of Topsfield, Eben G. Berry of Danvers, Thomas 
J Olark of Salisbury, Francis Dane of Hamilton, Henry 
W. Foster of Beverly, Asa M. Bodwell of Lawrence, 
Alonzo B. Fellows of Ipswich, J. D. W. French of No. 
Andover, James Flint of Middleton, J.J. H. Gregory 
of Marblehead, Joseph 8. Howe of Methuen, Daniel G. 
Todd of Rawley, Israel Herrick of Boxford, John Lee 
of Manchester, James P. King of Peabody, David W. 
Low, of Gloucester, Edward K. Lee of Essex, Richard 





Franklin County, Vt. 
Epitoxs N. E. Farmer :—Despite the very un- 
favorable weather and many other embarrassing 
circumstances, the annual fair of the Franklin 
County, (Vermont,) Agricultural Society held on Joquee of Newbury, William B. Morgan of Wenham, 
‘ 9 9 i ; very | J. B. Swett of Haverhill, Josiah Newhall of Lynnfield, 
the 18th, 19th and 20th inst., _—— as usual, a “—_ George W. Boynton of Georgetown, Warren Ordway 
decided success. Never in the history of the So- | of Bradford, Andrew Lane of Rockport, Daniel 
“ , ; »xhibiti 2 . | Stickney of Groveland, John L. Bhorey of Lynn, Thos. 
ciety has there been so fine an exhi dition of stock, G, Ordway of West Newbury, Aaron Sawyer of Ames- 
especially of neat stock, as on this occasion. In- | pury, Paul T. Winkley of Newburyport. 
deed the people of Franklin County have much Premiums. 
reason for gratulation on the rapidly improving The following are the principal premiums :— 
condition of the stock interest of the county. Only “ of ae lig tony conten to Fran- 
wi . , ore » , cis Dane o amilton, Jerseys ch Cows—Ist to 
within rf very few Aer ae has there been any atten- Henry G. Kimball of Bradford, for 4-year-old Dutch; 
tion paid to the breeding of blood stock, and even | 2d, G. W. Herrick af Stonsasten, tar grate. First ne 
ing se . ‘ mium for Jerseys to Francis Dane. eifers, 3-year-old, 
ws we do not heow en single indiv idual w ho is Ist, Franeis Dane; 2d, John Erwin, Gloucester. Two- 
making a specialty of breeding animals for sale. year-old Jersey—Eben Dale, Gloucester. Grode—lst, 
y 4 j Jobn Perkins, Essex; 2d, G. W. Merrick, Gloucester. 
The improvement of thetr own herds “ the pel Yearlinge—lIst, F. 8. Lovett, Beverly; 24’ Washington 
trolling object in almost every instance. We may | Burnham, Essex. First for Jerseys, Francis Dane, 
even safely go farther, and say that the improve- | Hamilton, 
ment of their own dairy stock has been the object 
sought. Notwithstanding the immense prepon- 
derance of the dairy interest in the county, there 
is very much more of speculation in the hofse in- 
terest or sheep interest than in it. 


Bulls—Two-year-old Ayeshires—First, 8. F. New- 
man, Newbury. Jersey—Firat, Francis Dane. 
There were on exhibition over 50 head of Ayr- 


Colts—First for 2-year-olds, Francis Dane; 2d, John 
Perkins, Essex; 1-) ear-old, let, F. 8. Lovell, Beverly ; 
for 4-year-olds, Ist, J. Otis Winkley of Newburyport; 
2d, C. Mitchell, Beverly; 34, Curtis C. Cressy, Glou- 
cester. 

Ploughing with Double_Teams—First, Bray & Little, 
Newbury; 2d, Joseph Horton, Ipswich; 3d, Samuel 
dames, Gloucester. 


shires. Among these was the cow, which but the forking Oxen—First, Thomas J. Ordway, West 
week before had taken the sweepstakes prize, as | Newbury. 

: emium of $10, given by Dr. Loring, for the 
the best cow of any breed at the State Fair at St. wal oaeeer of » or , tnwty William Fintey of 


Danvers. 
hing with Swivel Plough—$12 to William Fos- 
ter of North Andover. 
The Committee on Town Teams report thirty-two 

airs of oxen on exhibition, the best ehow ever made 
by the Society. The Society offered a premium of $25, 
which Gen. Sutton supplemented with a gift of $50, for 
special premiums. The agards made are $30 each to the 
towns of Gloucester and Rockport, and premiums of 
$5 each for horse teams to the towns of Gloucester, 
Collins Bros. and Abram Day, all of Gloucester. 

Farm areft Horses—First, Henry L. Tenny, 
Newbury; 24, John Clark, Gloucester. 

8 premium of $10, offered by Dr. Loring for the 
best teamster of horses, to Kdmund F. Little of New- 


Johnsbury, the property of Curtis Wheeler, of 
Fairfax ; also several other prize winners on the 
same occasion, the property of Mr. I. T. Parris, of 
the same town. Judge Saxe and Mr. Benjamin 
Fisk, Jr., of Sheldon, were exhibitors of several 
fine animals. We are unable to particularize far- 
ther, as we did not take any notes, relying upon 
the use of a list which we have failed to receive as 
promised. We, however, should do the subject 
very great injustice, did we fail to mention two 








Ireland, measured thirty-eight inches in height at 





joint, which will be indicated by heat, he recom- 





ductive power, and at less cost than when the 


mends the repeated application of a tincture of 


the shoulder, seventy inches in girth, and forty- 


Carter of Dunham, and the other from the well 


Esq., of Montreal. Mr. Whitney’s farm, “the 
Hills,” is situated just over the border, some ten 
miles from the fair ground, and although the herd 
is somewhat reduced in point of numbers, by the 


and Mr. Whitney has not on that account, exhib- 
ited elsewhere this season, he very kindly con- 
sented to add to the attractions of the Franklin 
County Fair a representative herd, which, if we 
may believe half we heard said of it by the en- 
thusiastic young farmers of the county, who are 
just getting their eyes open to the difference be- 
tween well bred and scrub animals, is “exceed- 


Winslow and Sons, of Putney, whose herd of 


cester, $15 to Curtis C. Creasy of Gi te 

to Bennett of Gloucester.» ee 
’ Fat Cattle—First, Lanesville Granite Company. 
Stallions — Four-year-old, lst, Francis 


Danvers. 


Largest and best collection of tables — 

» | Burrill Farm, Danvers. ? o5 ae bee 
Poultry—Light Brahmas—ist, Robert Winn, Salem 

Dark Brahmas+-lst, G. D. Walton, Peabody. Buff Co 


lst, D. B. Wallace, Peabody. Black Cochins—let, Ord 
way Brothers, Weat Newbury. Geese— 
Horton, Ipewich, Dueke—Ist, K. R. Perkins, Salem 
Beat collection, E. R. Perkins, Salem, 
All the 
exhibitor, 
ums offered by the President of the Society for plough 
ing by boys under 18 years of , $25 to William H 
Finley of Danvers; $15 to Willie Me 
bury; $10 to Willie G. Horton of Ipswich. 





Worcester County, North, Mass. 


place at Fitchburg, Sept 24 and 25. 
out articles for the mechanical department, with 


develop the new department. This suits the me- 
chanics and manufacturers of the village as well 


Short horns Auguetus ¥ itman, eight premiums, 
Ayrshires—E.T. Miles took ail the premiums except 
the second on bulls, which was given wo the Bterling 
Blood-stock Club 

Jerseys—Jd . ¥, Brown of Lunenburg took every pre- 
mium offered. 
Other Cattle—Joseph Cushing of Fitchburg (2); 8. F. 
Whitey, Kmory Wood of Leominster; Aug. Whitman 
of Fitchburg; Joel Page of Fitehburg, (2); K. T. Miles, 
Henry A. Woods of Leominster; L. Nichols of Fiteh- 
burg (2); George L. Rice (2), L. Pratt of Fitchburg. 
Swine—T. Liucoln, Sterling; L. Nichols, C. GC. Boy- 
den, Leominster; best fat pigs, L. Nichols; best sow 
and pigs, Franklin Nourse. 
Sheep—Two sheep entered by Jas. McIntyre were 
the only ones on the ground. Awarded 2d premium. 
Stallions—\et premium, $10, to Lyman Patch, Fitch 
burg; 3d, $5, to Dr. M. Wallace, Leominster. 
Other Horses—Previiame to M. 8. Heath, Lunenburg; 
: A. Marshall, Leominster; James Hannagan, Fiten- 

urg. 


The lower room of the Society’s building was 
fitted up with steam power for the mechanical de- 
partment. An upper room was set apart for fruits, 
vegetables, flowers, fancy articles, &c. Mechani- 
cal exhibitions in Boston and elsewhere, draw as 
large crowds as horse trots, and we think they will 
do so in connection with agricultural fairs, when 
fairly established. 
The annual dinner took place in a large tent, af- 
ter which the address was delivered by Rev. C. W. 
Emerson, his theme being ‘‘The Kelations of Agri- 
culture to Manhood,’ and the purport of his re- 
marks was to show that a farming life developed 
all the better qualities of manhood. 
The afternoon exercises consisted of trials of 
working oxen, atrial of steam engines, a trial of 
horses, and winding up with a foot race. The hall 
was also opened in the evening. 





Bristol County, Mass. 

The 49th annual exhibition of this society at 
Taunton, Sept. 24 to 26, is said to have surpassed 
all its predecessors in some particulars, while in 
some respects it probably falls behind, both in ex- 
tent and merit. In the way of fat cattle there has 
been no such show within fifteen years. The show 
of horses—particularly brood mares with colts, . 
and yearling colts,—is also something quite extra- 
ordinary. Poultry is contributed larzely. 
Cattle —B. D. Snow of Kaynham, Mr. Wilcox 
of Attteborough, Charles Albro of Taunton, Jona- 
than Slade of Somerset and William Reed of 
Raynham have herds, including some very fine 
specimens of choice breeds. In tat cattle the dis 
play is perhaps better than in any other depart- 
ment. Of breeding and family horses and colts 
the display is good, without being very large in 
numbers. There are a few sheep of cholwe breeds, 
and some first-rate specimens of swine, especially 
of pigs with litters. 

‘here was a very fine display of farm products, 
the most noticeable being one by Lyman E. Briggs 
of Taunton, of 343 varieties, and one from Charles 
Albro, in the same department, of 211 varieties. 
John A. Lewis of Dighton sent in 99 varieties of 
apples, 34 of pears and a quantity of dahlias and 
other flowers. J. E. Easterbrook of Swansey con- 
tributed 12 varieties of peaches and 18 of pears; 
Edward N. Knapp of Taunton, 72 varieties ot 
apples; John A. Hall of Raynham, 50 varieties of 
apples; Joseph S. Pitts of Taunton, 6 varieties of 
grepes and 22 of pears; George A. Shove of Digh- 
ton, 29 of grapes; E. C. Strange of Taunton, 10 of 
foreign hot-house grapes; B. Bb. Wales of Taunton, 
26 varieties of appies; and George F. M. Forester 
of Somerset, 6 of grapes and 10 of pears. 

At noon on the second day it was estimated, fhat 
there were 15,000 people on the grounds. — 
ese ass  .. , ° Ne ee 
been employed to suit the predominating taste of 
the New England ruralist. A number of horse 
trots, interspersed with trials of pedestrian powers, 
were in order from early in the day till late in the 
evening, the company taking less than an hour for 
intermission. 


Highland, Mass. 

Fair at Middlefield, Mass. As its name indi- 
cates this is one of the highest Fairs in the State, 
being held on one of the highest hills of one of our 
highest towns. Cattle are the leading feature of 
the show. and were notable rather for excellence 
than large numbers. There were six entries of 
bulls, Mr. Wright's “Duke of Clarence,” a superior 
animal; 20 entries of working cattle, with other 
stock. Geo. W. Cottrell showed 120 sheep. The 
social or club meeting filled the hall and was one 
of the most pleasant and profitable exercises. 5S. 
B. Quizley, Esq., of Southampton made an ad- 
dress. The products of the dairy, orchard, field 
and garden and shop were represented. 





Chittenden County, Vt. 

Fair at Essex Junction, Sept. 10-13. G. W. and 
C. W. Brownell, Williston, Messrs. Drew and 
Barnes of Burlington; Lyman and Asa Brigham 
of Essex; O. Goodrich and H. N. Tracy were 
among the exhibitors or stock, but the show for 
so good a cattle county was small. There were 
but eight entries of stallions, and five exhibitors of 
sheep. 

Vegetables and fruit were exhibited in greater 
variety. C. W. Brownell, 60 varieties of apples and 
18 of pears; Patrick Ryder, and L. M. Hager of 
Burlineton, grapes, plums and pears. Mr. Hager 
had peaches raised by himself in that northern 
climate. 

Among the butter and cheese were specimens of 
batter from Judge Colby of Richmond, put up in 
the California roll style, which brings 40 cents a 
pound in Boston. Cheese from the Colchester fac- 
tory, and butter from the Brown’s River factory, 
in Essex. 

Rare and high-priced poultry—Houdans, Tar- 
tars, white Georgias, Heathwoods, game, and Leg- 
horn,—were shown. 

The “Green Mountain Soluble Superphosphate,” 
was shown by G. W. Beckwith. It is claimed that 
very extraordinarily favorable results have at- 
tended its use. 

Hon. Levi Underwood delivered the address, on 
the third day. The Free Press, whose report we 
condense, says it was listened to with close atten- 
tion. The subject was the relations of agriculture 
with manufactures, transportation and commerce. 
The usual varieties of the horse race were inter- 
spersed. 





Washington County, Vt. 
Fair at East Montpelier, Sept. 17 and 18. The 
State Journal speaks of the exhibition of stock as 
not equal to the shows of previous years. East 
Montpelier contributed nearly three-fourths of the 
stock on the grounds. The ladies made so fine a 
show in the Floral Hall that the Journal suggests 
that the management of the stock and farm pro- 
duce be given to the ladies next year, with the 
prediction that the list of entries would be greatly 
extended. 
An address on “Agriculture and Manufactures 
of Vermont,” by Hon. C. W. Willard was well re- 
ceived by a large crowd of intelligent listeners. 
The awards of premiums, which fill nearly two 
columns, show that the various grades of horses, 
cattle, sheep, swine, poultry, and the products of 
the field, garden, shop and domestic industry were 
well represented, and that trials of speed were not 
ignored. 





The Connecticut River Valley, N. H. and Vt. 


This association, which embraces several towns 
on the River both in New Hampshire and Ver- 
mont, held its Fair at Claremont, N. H., Sept. 17- 
20—all but the last day rainy. Still the number 
of entries in the several departments, except per- 
haps the Floral, was fair. 

The herd of twenty Short-horns, owned by Rob- 
ert Elwell & Son, Langdon, N. H., which were ex- 
hibited at Lowell, was here; Samuel Craft of West 
Lebanon, showed twenty Short-horns; George G. 
lde of Claremont, Jerseys, including a heifer calf 
a month old, its mother, grandmother and great- 
grandmother—the latter but three years old—all in 
one pen. Daniel Davis & Son, Windsor, Vt., ex- 
hibited a herd of twenty Devon cattle. Chester 
Pike, of Cornish, a very fine yoke of five-years- 
old grade Durham fat oxen. ; . 

In the sheep department B. F. Dana of Spring- 
field, Vt., exhibited pure Cotswolds from the im- 
ported stock of Burdett Loomis of Windsor Locks, 
Conn. 

The speed of horses and men was tested. In 
the foot race, Prescott Warren, of Weathersfield, 
Vt., E. Bugbee, of a Vt., and Robert 
Davis, of Charleston, N. H., took first, second and 
third prizes. 


Hillsboro’ County, N. H. 


Fair at Milford, Sept. 24 and 25. The exhibi- 
tion of cattle, horses, swine and poultry was un- 
usually good, but we cannot particularize. There 
were fine exhibitions of bread, butter, cheese, veg- 
etables, flowers, manufactdted goods, fancy arti- 
cles, &c.; and of fruit something extra—superb. 
About 200 sat down to the dinner, after which 
Hon. M. P. Wilder, Boston, James O. Adams, Sec- 
retary New Hampshire Board of Agriculture, Geo, 
W. Riddle, E. D. Boylston, Maj. Ladd of Lowell, 
and others, contributed to the “‘feast of reason.” 
The fair was successful and satisfactory. 





Merrimac County, N. H. 


This society held its 49th annual exhibition at 
Concord, Sept. 24 and 25. Ox teams were an in- 
teresting feature. 

The Concord team had 25 yoke of oxen, Canter- 
bury 38, Pembroke 24, and Bow 13. The teams 
were attached to large farm wagons, filled with 
handsome farmers’ daughters, and extensively and 
beautifully decorated with flowers, ever, ns and 
the fruits of the earth. There weie in all one hun- 
dred pairs of working oxen and twenty-five yokes 
of steers, aud it was probably as fine a display of 
that class of cattle as was ever made in New Eng- 
land. Afterwards there was a trial of the strength 
of draft cattle, and Nathan Colby of Fisherville, 
the first money. 


2 Dane, for 
Young Morrill, Jr.; 3-year-old, Ist, Jacon Rhodes, 
Lynn; 2d, H. L, Hill, Andover; 3d, T. B. George, 


Butter—Firet, Baruh L. Ridgway, West Roxbury. 


chine—let, E. R. Perkins, Salem. Partridge Cochins— 
lst, Joseph 


reminms on Sheep were given to the only 
rancis Dane of Hamilton. Special premi- 


errill of West New- 


The twentieth exhibition of this association took 
( Last year this 
society greatly reduced the purses “hung up”. for 
fast horses, and increased those intended to draw 


results so far satisfactory; and the entire amount 
usually oe a for trotting has been used to 


as farmers who had so long seen their department 


0 


Hampshire. 


resentatives of his family on the grounds. 
» | entries trom John B. Sanborn of East Concord. 


* | interest, but we have not space for details. 


lently managed. 


Cheshire County, N. H. 
Fair at Keene, Sept. 24 and 25. 





tractions of New England Fairs. 


fully equal to the average of the past ten years. 


day, and that it was well attended. 


teams, Keene, 10 pairs, total weight 36,970 pounds 


overshadowod by the attsactions of the race course. | 36,508 pounds, 2d premium. Matched carriage 

Perhaps the tollowing partial list of premiums | horses, E. Kendall of Westmoreland, Ist premium 
will give as an idea o~ the cattle as | Daniel Smith of Gilsum, 24 preminm. Best dis- 
our space allow. play of garden o> pee ‘oses Ellis of Keene. 
Mechanics’ building was thronged, and the fair is 


many years. 


judges say that a better exhibition of neat stock 
has probably never been made before in New 
The horses are numerous and excel- 
lent. Richmond Smith of Concord enters bis stal- 
lion, Honest Allen, Jr., which has twenty-five rep- 
There 
were fine sheep shown, including meritorious 


The other departments of the fair were of usual 


Senator Patterson delivered the address. The 
entire proceedings of the exhibition were excel- 


We learn by the 
report of the Loston Journal that the directors de- 
* | cided this year two return to first principles, omit- 
ting the large purses to trotting horses, which have} 2=26§ ——————~— 
formerly absorbed one-half the amount devoted to 
premiums, and endeavoring to interest and please 
their patrons by such exhibitions of farm stock 
and products as in earlier days were the chief at- 
Their efforts 
have been successful, and all pronounce the fair 


_ The Sentinel says that a farmers’ meeting was 
held in the town hall on the evening of the first 


A few of the premiums awarded were, for town 


Ist premium; Marlboro’, 10 pairs, total weight 


pronounced the most satisfactory of any one for 


cation to river navigation. Situated but a 
short distance south of the vast coal fields of 
north Missouri, where there is reduction fuel 
to last a thousand years, which only requires 
a slight coking; and these iron deposits are 
only a short distance removed from the block 
coal fields of Indiana, which requires no cok- 
ing to produce both iron and steel. 

The iron production of the next five hun- 
dred years, for the west portion of North 
America at least, is tg come from our own 
State. She can have no successful rival; ber 
record is too far made to admit of competition 
in the production of iron cheaply, and of the 
most superior quality. 





DUTCH CATTLE. 

The editor of the Newport, Vt., Yarmer 
having recently visited several farms in the 
town of Barton, comments as follows on the 
Dutch stock bred by Thomas Baker, Esq. of 
that town, and on his crops, &c, :— 


Mr. Baker is a breeder of Dutch cattle and 
Chester swine, and is very successful with 
both. His Dutch stock is mainly from the old 
Consul Jarvis importation, is much better ac- 


* | climated than the more recent berds formed 
in Massachusetts 


and elsewhere, and superior 
to them in dairy qualities. No where can 
better specimens of this breed be seen than 
upon Mr. Baker’s farm. The butter from his 





Correspondence. 


For the New England Farmer, 
THE GARDEN IN OCTOBER. 


While large farm crops come in all together, 
or in common parlance, ‘‘in a heap,” and we 
are thus able to realize their value, the garden 
products are received from the earliest start 
in spring till the fall frosts lock the gates of 
nature. During all this time driblets from 
the garden, less or more abundant, continue 
to flow tableward,—the great aggregate we 
are unable to realize. Yet if a strict account 
were kept, and each article charged at town 
or city retail rates, the fall bill would be apt 
to astonish the economical, close-calculating 
farmer. Some may stay—we can’t say live— 
without having a garden with a good variety of 
productions ; so others may live on salt pork, 
for meat, having a good garden to draw from ; 
but too much salt pork meat, alone, with the 
vegetables, would hardly seem to be the most 
healthy mode of living. ‘‘Variety is the spice 
of life,” it is said. It is so in more than one 
sense. A natural appetite is a pretty good 
guide to follow. Whatever that craves and 
relishes it is generally pretty safe to indulge 
in eating. Variety in meats is as essential as 
variety in products from the soil. This topic, 
however, belongs to another department of 
natural science, and we think others more able 
to do it justice, so will leave it to their pens. 
The work for the present month is a contin- 
uation of that already began during preceding 
months,—the closing up the season's cropping. 
Although the early season was not very pro- 
pitious for the gardener, yet the later rains 
and growing weather fully made up, in rapid- 
ity of maturity and in quantity any lack of early 
growth. Sothat taking the season as a whole, 
there has been an abundant yield of most va- 
rieties of garden produce, and of the average 
quality. The early season brougbt an unusual 
quantity of destructive worms, to the disgust 
of both gardener and garden plants; yet in a 
good fight the plant came ont, if not first, as 
good as first best. Later we had that cabbage 
pest, the larvee of Pieris rapa, which some of 
us have had to give up to, thus depriving us 
of our aceastomed pot of pickled cabbage and 
peppers, made after the following formula : 
Take any desired quantity of cabbage and 
squash peppers, clear the peppers of seed, 
chop each by itself, fine, and mix—if you like 
it strong of peppers—one gallon of chopped 
cabbage to one quart of chopped peppers ; if 
not 60 strong, use a less quantity of peppers’; 
- _ - * 5 ” . % 
table” spoon; ground ‘Gnnamon, the’ same ; 
large green ones, and they make nice pickle, 
especially if you have good vinegar. Use the 
best of cider vinegar and pour it over the cab- 
bage, &c., boiling hot. See that it fully sat- 
urates the whole, so as to show a little on top ; 
cover close to keep the steam in, and in one 
to two days you will have cabbage that will 
cause you to cry for joy, or because you can- 
not help shedding tears, especially if you eat 
freely of it, 

Asparacus.—After all the flurry about 
‘‘giant” asparagus, I believe it is conceded on 
all hands that high culture, in deep, rich soil, 
gives the true giant asparagus, and the want 
thereof, the more common kind. Now is a 
good time to prepare and plant new beds. 
Spare no pains to make the soil deep and rich, 
and plant eighteen inches apart each way,— 
do all thoroughly. 

Breans.—Gather any remaining ripe ones ; 
shell, dry and store in a dry place. 
Brrrs.—Gather, knock off the tops, and 
store before freezing; they keep the most 
crisp and fresh by burying in sand in the veg- 
etable cellar. 

CannaGre.—The heads of cabbage grow and 
harden considerably after cool weather comes. 
It is better to let miniature ones grow as late 
as safe from hard freezing, before gathering 
to store. Young plants for wintering will 
need be planted in cold-frame beds, and have 
the glass put on for a few days, be gently wa- 
tered, to enable them to get well rooted, when 
the glass should be removed for the plants to 
cool and harden. The plants should be set 
deep, down to the leaves, as the stem is the 
most tender part. Thus set and well watered, 
they will need no outside covering till near 
the first of December. 
CaviirLowers.—Shelter from rain and 
frost, by breaking down such leaves as show 
blossoms. 

CreLery.—Remove decaying leaves, and 
earth up when dry; get it ready for removing 
the winter's supply into the cellar, against 
hard, freezing weather. 

Cotp Frames.—Prepare and hold them 
in readiness for immediate use, as wanted. 
Transplant into the beds, cabbage and other 
plants to be wintered. 

Grarrs.—The grape pests I mentioned last 
October as having been found on my vines 
earlier in the season, have not shown them- 
selves this summer, and my Concord and Hart- 
ford Prolific have borne a heavy burden this 
year. My Delaware, Iona and Creveling 
failed to put in an appearance after the last cold 
winter and harder spring, except the Dela- 
ware, which started late in the summer and 
now promises well for another year. 
Insects.—The most troublesome insects we 
have had this year were the great quantity of 
cut worms, in the early season, and the cab- 
bage worm through the summer and fall; the 
butterflies have been thick as fleas, almost. 
Lerruce.—The plants which are to be 
headed for winter may now be pricked out 
into hot-bed frames and the sash put on at 
night. 

Manvure.—The gardener’s only safe bank 
of deposit, from which he can draw at sight, 
and the funds are always in proportion to the 
quantity and quality deposited. See that the 
quality is good and the quantity great, by 
making frequent deposits of all available de- 
composable matter to the compost heap. 
Parsnips.—Prepare them to winter in the 
ground, as they keep best there. 
Rasrperries.—It they have not already 
been pruned, do it at pnce. Last year’s wood 
is now worthless and should be cut away; 
also any unnecessary new growth; new plan- 
tations may be prepared and planted, if de- 
sirable. 

Sataps.—Where there is a desire for these 
during the winter, the seeds of such plants as 
mustard, cress, radishes, &c., may be sown 
now. They must have close care and atten- 
tion, with protection at night. 
SrRAWBERRIES.—It is not too late, nor too 
early, to give the beds a good dressing of 
fine, well-rotted manure. Plants for forcing 
should be potted the first of the month, and if 
they start well, they should be shifted to other 
pots the last of the month. 
W. H. Waurrer. 
So. Windsor, Conn., 1872. 





Selections. 
IRON IN MISSOURI. 

The Rural World of St. Louis is enthusi- 
astic on the Iron interests of Missouri. He 
says — 
There are no 20,000,000 acres of land that 
contain the fiftieth part of the iron that there 
is in Missouri. There is no country where 
the variety, quality, quantity and ease of min- 
ing can compare with ours. There is no other 
territory of like magnitude, with the acres of 
hard-wood timber growing over and about 
them, as over these deposits. There is no 
spot where nature has done so much to aid 
the manufacture of iron, in permanent rivers, 











herds from Canada, one the property of a Mr.! bury, Special premiums, offered by citizens of Glou- 


Wine chow of cate wes vey large, and good 


cows is all engaged in advance at an extra 
price. The dairy, as well as all of Mr. B’s 
buildings, is a model of neatness and good 
management, comprising all the improved fix- 
“tures and machinery for the manufacture and 
storage of both butter and cheese. Mr. Ba- 
ker has upwards of sixty head of cattle, chiefly 
Dutch, with much other stock, cutting and 
feeding over 200 tons of hay, besides roots 
and grain. He sbew us a field of five acres 
of ‘*‘gold-drop” wheat, which looks well, and 
will yield, he thinks, thirty bushels to the acre. 
Last year, from a similar field, the crop was 
175 bushels, or thirty-five bushels per acre, 
showing that we have as good wheat land in 
Vermont as any in America. He also has an 
acre of Lane's Sugar Beet that is doing finely. 
The piggery of this farm is most conven- 

iently arranged for care, feeding and breed- 
ing; and the stock is equal to any we have 

seen. We may mention that a spring pig 

from Mr. Baker’s pens made last year in our 

hands, at eight months old, 302 pounds of 

dressed pork, and was called by many, the 

finest pig that had ever been seen in our vil- 

lage. 














ASHES AS A CATTLE FEED. 


One of our substantial subscribers, in a re- 
cent conversation, gave his experience in train- 
ing neat stock affected with the habit of eat- 
ing wood, chewing bones, &c. His cattle 
were one spring affected this way; they be- 
came thin in flesh, refused to eat hay, and 
presented a sickly appearance. He had no 
impression that their food lacked the constitu- 
ents for making bone, but his neighbors used 








bone meal without noticing any good results 
whatever. At last, he put about four bushels 
of leached ashes in his barnyard, and threw 
out to them about a shovelful each day. 
They all ate as if with evident relish. After 
turning them out to pasture, he put on® peck 
of dry ashes per week on the ground in the 
pasture. They ate all up, and gnawed off the 
grass where it had been lying. The cattle 
began to improve, gaining tlesh and looking 
better than they had done for several years. 
He says this morbid appearance was ‘unno- 
ticed years ago, from the fact that the ground 
was ashy from the burning of the wood and 
land clearings. Latterly he gives one quart 
of ashes mixed with the same quantity of salt 
to twelve head of cattle, abount once a-week. 
—Live Stock Journal. 





Otp Giant Trees.—At a recent meeting 
of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science ip Dobnune Prof 


antea. or the big trees of California, in which 
fe"(eay occasion to correct the error that 


they are the oldest and tallest trees in the 
world. Certain Australian gum trees are tall- 
er, and he believed that several groups of 
trees in the world were probably older. Prof. 
Gray's theory is that these trees are the few 
survivors of a race that once flourished in 
northern America, Asia, Europe, and the 
islands of the northern seas. Fossil remains 
of the sequoia gigantea have been found 
throughout the miocene formations of north- 
ern Europe, and in those of Iceland, Spitz- 
bergen, Greenland, Alaska and the Rocky 
Mountains. Allof these fossil specimens are 
almost exactly the same as the big trees of 
California. Tbe only conclusion to be drawn 
from such facts is that these trees are the last 
living relics of gigantic forests which once 
belted the earth, they having in some manner 
escaped the destruction in which the others of 
their species were overwhelmed ages and ages 
ago.— Western Farmer. 


Lew funy 


A ReasontnG Horse.—This horse story 
comes to us testified to by several reliable 
witnesses. Thomas Drummond, a teamster 
in our city, owns a horse which has been 
afflicted with lameness for two or three weeks 
past. This morning Mr. Drummond turned 
him out upon the common, hoping that fresh air 
and exercise would benefit the animal. Upon 
gaining his liberty the crippled hgrse hobbled 
along on three legs direct to the blacksmith 
shop of Wm. Eager, entered the shoeing de- 
partment and stood there holding up his in- 
jared foot, with his head turned and his eyes 
intelligently fixed upon Mr. Eager. This 
yeculiar act on the part of a brute attracted 
Mr. E.'s attention and induced him to examine 
the foot held up invitingly for inspection. 
The result of that examination was the dis- 
covery of a long nail driven into the frog, 
which was the cause of the lameness. Of 
coarse Mr. Eager removed the nail.—/anes- 
ville, Ohio, Gaz. 








“Wren tHe Cows Come Home.”—Many 
of our farmers have wasted years of valuable 
time just because they did not teach their cows 
to come home at night. Any one who has 
lived or travelled in the country will remember 
the familiar Co-bos, Co-bos! of the farmers’ 
son or hired man, as he endeavors to coax 
the cows from the great pasture. We have 
had a little experience in these matters, and 
well remember how many times we have 
waded through the brush and bogs looking 
for the cows, and, boylike, we thought them 
dreadful contrary animals. But we have lived 
long enough to learn better, and now think 
that the biped was the more contrary animal 
of the two. Boys, we will tell you a secret 
that will save you a great deal of trouble, and 
it is this: Every time the cows are driven up 
at night or in the morning, give them a good 
lick of meal or bran, and our word for it the 
cows will always be on hand at milking time. 








unfathomable springs, with advantageous lo- 


Besides this, they will give more milk, and 
forget to kick over the milk pail, even if you 
do whistle a little too loud.—Am. Stock Jour. 


To Prevent Iron anp Sree From Rust- 
1NG.—Take two parts of chloride of antimo- 
ny; two parts of the chloride of iron—the 
erystalized ; one part of gallic acid, and dis- 
solve in four parts of water. Give the iron or 
steel two separate coatings by rubbing it on 
with a woolen cloth, and dry it each time in 
the sun, but not by any artificial heat. When 
it is thoroughly dry wash ali with warm water, 
and let it dry again; in about twenty-four 
hours apply linseed oil, well boiled, with one 
part to ten of turpentine. Let this dry well 
before handling, and it will be found to with- 
stand the action of moisture and to be of a 
beautiful chocolate brown color. The greater 
the number of applications of the first com- 
pound, the deeper the color given. For ma- 
chinery, fences, and other exposed portions of 
steel and iron, this will be found to be valu- 
able. 





Tue Canapian TuistLe at Home.—The 
Toronto Mail says: During a recent ride 
through one of our best agricultural districts, 
we were astonished and grieved to see how 
many fine farms were thoroughly seeded down 
to the Canada thistle. We passed field after 
field of oats, as and wheat, from one- 
quarter to one-third of which were thistles 
gone to seed. The air was full of thistle- 
downs, which were being wafted by the 
zephyrs and breezes here, there and every- 
where. To crown all, hogs were industri- 
ously rooting up the highway sides, and 
making seed beds for the thistles. The evil 
is so widespread that it is too large a work 
for legislation to accomplish now. Had we 
begun earlier, legislation might have done 
something for us. Prevention is not only 
better than cure, but it is easier. 





Potarors.— From Canada, Maine, and 
elsewhere, come reports that potatoes are rot- 
ting badly,—some fields will hardly be worth 
digging. 

















































